Brief Overview of Mediachanger GUI-053x Filters
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This is the popup window that you get when you click Edit -> Filters.

The concept of filters is that they are a set of conditions under which the records in the Directory Scan window are selected or eliminated for display. Each record of the directory listing is passed through this filter. You can define as many filters as you want. Each filter has a name. furthermore, sets of filters are saved in a file. You can create as many filter set as you like. Each filter set has a default filter, that you identify. When a filter set is loaded, and you click “View Filtered”, the default filter is used. You can change the default filter at any time.

Filter Dialog Menu

File -> Load Filter Set: opens up a file select dialog for you to choose a filter set. Only files created with the GUI should be loaded with this command.
File -> Save as ... : Saves a filter set as a file.

(Note: even if you do not explicitly load or save filters, a default filter set is created, saved and re-loaded for you each time the GUI is run. It is called DirectoryFilters.txt in the \temp subdirectory)

Filter -> New: Creates a new filter within the filter set. You must use a unique name (within each set). You can see all of the filters created using the dropdown menu.

Filter -> Set Default: Make the currently visible filter the default filter within the set. Whenever “View Filtered” is selected within the directory dialog, the default filter of the currently loaded filter set is used.

Filter -> Delete: Deletes the filter from the filter set.

Some examples of usage:
(Notice that the “|” character is used to delimit logically “OR”ed search text) 

1. Display all .mpg files of Sinatra

Select: Sinatra|Frank Sinatra|Old Blue Eyes
And

Select: .mpg

2. Display all music files

Select: .mp3|.wav|.ogg|.wma

3. Display all Sinatra or Elvis files, except music files

Select: Sinatra|Elvis

And

Reject: .mp3|.wav|.ogg|.wma 

4. Display all Sinatra or Elvis video files

Select: Sinatra|Elvis

And

Select: .mov|.mpg|.mpeg|.mp4|.avi|.mkv

5. Display all Elvis files along with all files that don’t include “rock”

Select: Elvis

Or

Reject: rock

(Notice that this will display an Elvis file that includes the word “rock” – tricky, eh?)

At this point, only one filter is applied at a time. To simulate complex filtering, you could manually “check” the filtered items, “invert checks”, and then “delete checks”. This would leave a listing with only the originally filtered items, which you could then save as a new list and / or re-filter. I will probably implement enhancements that make this easier – by allowing multiple filers, or by implementing a “new list from filtered” – basically making a new list from the items that passed through the filter.
